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US Department of Labor, Manhattan Construction Florida 
collaborate to promote workplace safety at Southwest Florida 
International Airport Terminal Expansion Project

The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration has signed a strategic 
partnership with Manhattan Construction Florida Inc. to promote worker safety and health at the Southwest 
Florida International Airport expansion project in Fort Myers. The University of South Florida On-site Safety 
and Health Consultation Program is also a partner in the effort. 

The partnership seeks to prevent worker injuries and exposure to hazards during a terminal expansion 
construction project by developing a contractor-government approach to safety and health. Participants will 
focus on the use of personal protective equipment, heat illness prevention; hazards related to falls; struck-
by and caught-in objects; electrical equipment and work practices; fire protection and prevention; safe use 
of hand and power tools; and silica and noise exposure. The partnership will also encourage contractors to 
develop and implement safety and health programs, and provide safety and health training to employees, 
employers and supervisors. 

“Worker safety and health partnerships rely on the collaboration between OSHA, management and labor to 
leverage resources and maximize results,” said OSHA Area Office Director Danelle Jindra in Tampa, Florida. 
“While each partnership is unique, they all demonstrate a commitment to ensuring all workers end their 
workday safely.” 

The Southwest Florida International Airport expansion project includes constructing a connector between 
the three existing concourses, consolidating the Transportation Security Administration security checkpoints, 
as well as providing additional seating, concession spaces and a business lounge. In total, more than 
164,000 square feet of space will be remodeled, and 117,000 square feet of space will be added to the 
airport terminal. 

OSHA’s Strategic Partnership Program works with employers, employees, professional and trade 
associations, labor organizations and other interested stakeholders to establish specific goals, strategies 
and performance measures to improve worker safety and health. 

Learn more about OSHA and the laws the agency enforces. 

Media Contacts: 

Eric R. Lucero, 678-237-0630, lucero.eric.r@dol.gov 
Erika B. Ruthman, 678-237-0630, ruthman.erika.b@dol.gov 

Release Number:  21-1880-ATL (289)

November 1, 2021FORT MYERS, FL - 

https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/partnerships
https://www.osha.gov/
mailto:lucero.eric.r@dol.gov
mailto:ruthman.erika.b@dol.gov
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/partnerships
https://www.osha.gov/
mailto:lucero.eric.r@dol.gov
mailto:ruthman.erika.b@dol.gov


 

Member Highlight

Melissa Swanson 
Catawba Valley Chapter

Melissa’s involvement in the construction industry began in 1997 after 
she graduated from East Carolina University.  Initially she started work as 
a Sales Representative for Unicon Concrete.  Over the next 24 years the 
company changed ownership several times while she changed job roles 
within them.  Today she is the Piedmont Division Manager for Argos 
USA, LLC, and oversees 9 ready mix concrete plants from Hickory to 
Winston Salem. 

It wasn’t long after she began her career that Melissa was introduced to 
PCEA.  One of her customers invited her to a monthly meeting at the 
local Catawba Valley Chapter and she has been a member ever since.  
Early on in her career, she found that her participation in the chapter 
helped her develop relationships with customers and colleagues outside 
of the office environment.  The social gatherings and communal spaces 
of the local chapter allowed her to foster those relationships in a much 
more personal way.  Building these connections outside of her office has 
netted not only stronger professional relationships, but also many friends 
to this day. 

Outside of the professional networking, she really enjoys the various 
charitable events that Catawba Valley Chapter has participated in over 
the years.  As an active participant of their scholarship committee, her 
favorite activity is participating in the process of reviewing the 
applications of local students pursuing an education in the construction 
industry and determining scholarship recipients. 

As a long time member of PCEA, we are grateful for Melissa’s continued 
support and participation in the organization!
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2022 National Convention!

Want to participate in  
next year’s convention?

Host A Seminar:  bring awareness to the vital role your company plays in the construction industry! 

Become a Sponsor: highlight your company’s active participation in supporting the association! 

Contact National Office to get involved!

Greenville is a dynamic, up 
a n d c o m i n g c i t y i n 
Northwest South Carolina.  
With plenty of museums, 
res taurants , beaut i fu l 
parks, and the Greenville 
Zoo, there is no lack of 
things to entertain you! 

We are looking forward to 
seeing what our host 
chapters, Upstate and 
Columbia, put together for 
the itinerary!

Call to Convention - Coming February 2022!



 

How contractors employ tech solutions to help 
mitigate pricing woes

Firms like Boldt and DPR have embraced using data and BIM for detailed cost breakdowns on project bids. 

When The Boldt Co. was asked to submit a proposal for a new building's structural steel package based on 
very limited drawings of an existing one, the estimating team didn't flinch. Using BIM software Autodesk Revit, 
Boldt designers were able to model the building in a matter of hours and send a detailed cost breakdown of the 
required tonnage to a fabricator, which sent back a price within a day.  

"The typical way of doing it — sending documents to the subcontractor and having them do takeoff and pricing 
— would have taken a minimum of a week," said Mark Nolta, corporate director of estimating and 
preconstruction for Boldt. 

Over the past two years, Boldt has "made leaps and bounds to harvest technology" as it MacGyvers a system 
using several different software products to not only speed up estimating exponentially, but also make it more 
accurate, efficient and dynamic throughout a project's life. Nolta said Boldt deems this effort crucial "to help us 
understand and keep in front of the ever-demanding pace.” 

Similarly, at DPR Construction, the days of "Here are the drawings, go takeoff the job, bid it and submit a 
number" are over, said Philip Bartkowski, national preconstruction leader for the Redwood City, California-
based contractor. 

"There is a deeper expectation of preconstruction service from our clients," he said. "The management of the 
entire process and guiding client/design decisions has become paramount — not just counting things and 
assigning a unit cost, though that's certainly still important.” 

Like Boldt, DPR uses estimating and bidding software from several different vendors, filling in gaps with in-
house applications and development solutions. "The current toolset can get complex due to the expectations 
that have progressed in the past few decades," Bartkowski said. 

Having access to accurate and up-to-the-minute estimating capability is more crucial these days than ever, as 
material prices and availability fluctuate due in part to global supply chain instability. The rapid escalation of 
material prices, a crisis that revved up last spring, shows no sign of slowing down for at least another 
year, Anirban Basu, chief economist for Associated Builders and Contractors, told Construction Dive. 

"Starting in March of this year, it just became all-consuming," added Brian Perlburg, senior counsel of 
construction law and contracts for Associated General Contractors of America. "It hasn't let up. It's become an 
evergreen issue.” 

Data-rich and ready 

Boldt and DPR are exceptions in an industry that has been one of the slowest to digitize. When it comes to 
estimating, most contractors are struggling, according to a recent report by Dodge Data & Analytics and 
construction management software company Procore Technologies. They need solutions that can integrate final 
cost estimates into project budgets, track every aspect of a job's impact on overall project costs, forecast critical 
costs with real-time data from the field and dynamically track every dollar. Technologies exist to address those 
challenges, the report found, but "only a fraction of the industry is currently taking advantage of them.” 

Many contractors dismiss the importance of construction estimating software because they see it as a back-
office function, said Kevin Sturm, senior director of product marketing for Procore, whose software connects 
field teams, office administrators and developers in one platform. 

"People think, 'Oh, that's accounting,' but it's not. It's real-time financials connected to what's actually happening 
in the field," Sturm said.  Using pre-built templates, construction estimating software creates material and labor 

Article continued on page 7
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https://www.constructiondive.com/news/pricing-insanity-material-costs-escalate-driving-contractor-desperation/607704/
https://www.procore.com/ebooks/cost-management-report
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/pricing-insanity-material-costs-escalate-driving-contractor-desperation/607704/
https://www.procore.com/ebooks/cost-management-report





Chapter Reports
Orlando  Chapter 
The weather has changed from blistering hot to 
comfortable and nice down here. The construction 
industry is continuing the busy trend and it appears we 
may not slow down for the holidays which has been 
typical here. The expansion of Universal Studios new 
park Epic is ramping up to begin from last year’s stall 
out. Epic is a very large and estimated two-year project.  

We planned a December Christmas party for our 
membership at the University club in downtown Orlando.  

Last week was our Fall golf and for the first time in my 
five years of running it we had terrible weather, five 
inches of rain. It made me look back and appreciate how 
lucky we have been throughout all the years for summer 
and fall. We made the most of it by hitting golf balls off 
mats on the porch to the 18th green. We had plenty of 
brisket, pulled pork, and beverages, too much actually. 
Only one member wanted a refund, all the others 
accepted a gift certificate of a foursome with caddie to 
come play when they wish. The exact figure isn’t in but I 
think we raised between $8,000 and $9,000 for 
scholarships.  

Our October monthly meeting attracted about 50 
members, and I’m pleased to announce we have our 
buffet back, and no more plated dinners! Our speaker 
was from the Downtown Development board. He spoke 
with us of the past, current, and upcoming projects in or 
near downtown. If you are interested, we have the 
presentation uploaded on our webpage.  
In September we held our steak on the lake which 68 
people attended. I was unable to attend this year, Rob or 
Trevor can expand on how things went.  

Our speaker in August was Andre Tousignant from PCL 
Construction, he spoke about technology advancements 
in construction. What I found interesting was a robot dog 
that can move around a job site and film areas that are 
difficult for a person to access. This dog is equipped with 
a camera so they can use that footage combined with a 
drone footage to keep the owner up to date on the 
progression.  

We hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving and holiday 
season and wish you all the best.  

Thank you,  
Chris Rudd 
National Director, Orlando Chapter 

Charlotte  Chapter 
Greetings from the Queen City. Like many of you we 
are learning how to live in a world of supply-chain 
disruptions and price instability but we keep trucking 
on with our heads down trying to find the bottom of our 
in-box.  

At our August monthly meeting we held a round-table 
discussion about.....how have supply chain disruptions 
and price instability affected your business. Panel 
guests included representatives from Charlotte Pipe, 
Aerotek, Graybar, Contract Lumber and Capital 
Investors. It was a lively discussion.  

At our September monthly meeting, Celeste Hardy 
with the NC Department of Labor presented an 
introduction into the OSH Inspection process focusing 
on construction.  

Later in September we held our annual Fall Classic 
golf tournament at Emerald Lakes Golf Club in 
Matthews. This was the second year that Emerald 
Lakes hosted our tournament and once again they did 
a splendid job. Turnout was great and a fun time was 
had by all.  

At our October monthly meeting our speaker mixed up 
the dates so we improvised with a round-table Q&A 
among members. Questions included: Why is 
estimating a good career choice, what software 
people are using and what scopes of work have been 
the hardest to manage in terms of shortages and 
lead-times.  

In November we will hold our annual holiday party at 
Brewers at 4001 Yancey. After that we will be off until 
2022.  

That sums it up for the Charlotte Chapter. If you are 
ever in town on the 2nd Wednesday of the month stop 
in and see us at the Dilworth Neighborhood Grill – 911 
East Morehead starting at 5:30 for dinner, drinks and 
some Bill Helms points. 
  
PS....check out chapter website. It’s really slick now.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Ben Carter 
National Director, Charlotte Chapter 
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How contractors employ tech solutions to help 
mitigate pricing woes

Article continued from page 5… 
lists, projects estimated costs, calculates margins and integrates with resource-planning workflows, eliminating 
humans' tendency toward optimism bias and strategic misrepresentation. When estimating systems such as 
Autodesk's Revit are connected to BIM, a widely used technology that creates a digital representation of a 
structure before it's built, costs can be automatically calculated down to the minutest details and instantly updated 
whenever plans change throughout construction.  

BIM-connected platforms determine the exact quantities of all materials and components a project needs, 
shaving estimating time from days to hours. And thanks to BIM, companies now have immense sets of historical 
data that can be combined with external factors like cost and quantity metrics to accelerate and improve 
estimating.  

BIM's next evolution, the digital twin — which uses AI and machine learning to create virtual models — is 
spawning even more data, which contractors can continue to use for scheduling and procurement throughout the 
design and construction process. 

"We can analyze historic information to make better decisions going forward about what subcontractors we 
select, how we price work and how we look at our own staffing costs and schedules," said Chris Mills, president 
of New York-based Plaza Construction, which enhances its BIM efforts with several virtual applications, including 
Revit for estimating. Relying heavily on data analytics, the company is able to identify potential problems in 
addition to streamlining the estimating process.  

"From my seat, that's really meaningful use of technology to deliver a better product to our clients," Mills said. 

Into the cloud 

Patrick Murphy, executive vice president of his family's firm, Miami-based Coastal Construction, launched Togal.ai 
in 2019 because he saw the repetitive, onerous estimating process as ripe for automation. 

Murphy knew the construction industry had some catching up to do when it comes to technology, but he had no 
idea how far behind it was. When he set out on his tour introducing Togal to fellow contractors, he was shocked to 
find out many were still using legacy software that wasn't connected to the cloud. 

"I didn't realize how many customers would be moving to us from other software just because of that," he said. 

Using an artificial intelligence-based engine based on AIA measurement standards, Togal calculates and 
accurately prices jobs in seconds, eliminating the need for weeks of manual and computer labor and hundreds of 
pages of reporting.  

"People say it takes five, maybe eight years to train a good estimator," Murphy said. "With all the work happening 
right now, they can't do it.” 

COVID-19 has forced slow-to-adapt contractors to seek out technology solutions they didn't need or want before, 
said Murphy, whose team is onboarding several top U.S. construction firms and in conversations with many more. 
"Now, especially in markets like Florida and Texas that are so strong, everyone we talk to seems to be behind 
and can't get caught up," he said. "When we introduce Togal, they say, 'Holy cow, you mean I can get 15 weeks 
of my life back?’" 

Construction Dive  
Authored by Robyn Griggs Lawrence 
Published November 17, 2021 

https://www.constructiondive.com/news/contractors-employ-tech-solutions-to-help-mitigate-pricing-woes/610059/
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The National Membership & Resource 
D i r e c t o r y c o n t a i n s a l l o f o u r 
association’s membership information.   
Everything you need to know about our 
chapters, their members, and the 
member’s host companies is included 
in this publication! 

Published annually, the Membership 
Directory is a great resource for those 
interested in the industry. 

To find out how to advertise, 
download our Ad Form.  

Deadline for ad submissions is 
December 31, 2021.

Advertise your company in the Membership Directory

Chapter Reports

Golf Tournament And Raffle  
Our annual fundraiser, the James Hutto Memorial 
Tournament is was on October 13th at Bartram Trail Golf 
Club. The tournament was a big success, selling out for 
teams very quickly and easily selling our sponsorships. 
We raised $5400 for our scholarship fund.  
Convention  
David Eller and Steve Munn have been working with 
Destination Augusta, the local visitor’s bureau to 
organize our efforts to host convention in a couple of 
years.  

Steve Munn 
National Director, CSRA Chapter

CSRA  Chapter 
Board for 2021-2022 Term:  
• President: David Eller, Georgia Drywall 
• VP: Membership, Brandon Dominy, SD Clifton 
• VP Programs: Steve Munn, MAI Risk Advisors 
• Secretary: Julia Quick, ServPro of Augusta 
• Treasurer: Vic Markwalter 
• National Director: Steve Munn  

Recent Speakers:  
• September, Brush Strokes, Ryan Gill 
• October, Freddy De Lima, Alta Paint and Décor 
• November, Weston Link, Armour Roofing  

Upcoming Social Events:  
Christmas party will be December 4th at Mark Plunkett’s 
barn/shop.  

http://www.pcea.org/resources/Documents/2022%20Member%20Directory%20Ad%20Order%20Form.pdf
http://www.pcea.org/resources/Documents/2022%20Member%20Directory%20Ad%20Order%20Form.pdf
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President 

Lee Edwards 
AAPCO Group 
Charlotte, NC

President Elect 

Adam Blalock 
Brock Contract 

Services 
Raleigh, NC

Past President 

Kristen Stocker 
Steele & Freeman 

Fort Worth, TX

Treasurer 

Benjamin Carter 
Wood Partners 
Charlotte, NC

Secretary 

Pete Martinez  
Benco Construction  

Charlotte, NC 

Vice President 

Trevor Hamilton 
Hensel Phelps 

Orlando, FL

Randall Williams - Clayton Engineering 
Catawba Valley National Director 

Ben Carter - Wood Partners 
Charlotte National Director 

Jim Cormany - Bamastone 
Columbia National Director 

Steve Munn - MAI Risk Advisors 
Central Savannah River Area National Director 

Chris Rudd - Comfort House, Inc. 
Orlando National Director 

Wesley Ferree - Guaranteed Supply Co. 
Triad National Director 

Kevin Sherron - Core & Main 
Triangle National Director 

Richard Heath - Caldwell Constructors 
Upstate National Director
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